Polls on Political Participation of Asian Americans in Minnesota 
 

Saint Paul, MN:   An online poll of Asian Americans in Minnesota, conducted by The Policy Roundtable, reveals interesting insights on political participation. 181 respondents participated in the survey conducted over the summer. Many of these trends are similar to a national poll on Asian Americans conducted by Bendixen & Associates and The Tarrance Group. We also report below, a related campus survey, on political participation of Asian American youth in Minnesota.
 

Some key findings:
 

· 86 percent are registered to vote 

· 93 percent planned to vote in November 

· 34 percent had no party affiliation, 50 percent were affiliated with the Democratic Party and 10 percent with the Republican Party 

· 62 percent planned to vote for Senator Kerry, 15 percent for President Bush, 21 percent were undecided 

· Among the issues surveyed, the top ranked ones were: Health care reform, low unemployment, foreign policy respectful of nations, improved race relations, open immigration policy and more resources for small business development. The respondents rated outsourcing in the middle – neither a high or low priority. 

 

In a different campus survey of Twin Cities area college students conducted in April, 2004, 75 Asian American students responded (total sample of 573 students). Key findings of Asian American students across the Minneapolis-St. Paul Metro areas were:
 

· 67 percent were registered to vote 
· 75 percent planned to vote 

· 36 percent were undecided, followed by Bush (33 %) and Kerry (30 %) 

· 34 percent were affiliated with the Democratic party, 34 percent had no party affiliation and 25 percent were affiliated with the Republican party. 

· Top issues – affordable health care, cutting taxes, affordable education and reforming social security. 

 

The National poll conducted by Bendixen & Associates and The Tarrance Group found Asian Americans being a “swing” constituency because a significant proportion of the community were not affiliated with a political party. Kerry had a slight lead over Bush in the choice for President. 20 percent were undecided in their choice for President. There was considerable difference within ethnic groups, such as Chinese Americans, Asian Indians, Vietnamese and Koreans on both the choice for President as well as on the major issues.
 

“These are very simple surveys but nevertheless provide insights into a community that has historically not been very involved in the political process,” said Dr. Bruce Corrie, Chair of The Policy Roundtable. “We hope that candidates for public office at the federal, state and local level will pay a closer attention to Asian American community.”
 

For more information on the online survey and the campus survey of Asian Americans in Minnesota, please contact Dr. Bruce Corrie, 651 641 8226 or corrie@csp.edu. For more information on the The Policy Roundtable, visit www.policyroundtable.org.
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